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st~dy. The level areas, usually vai uable from 'recreati'on~:i 11f u~e 
ii~~~t~h:; Blay ~reabs, are le
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1ey can e proper y developed. 

SeedliIJ g: evergree1:1s planted in the County Parks a few ears 

f~g? aiel mbakmg spl~ndid growth and may be seen from afar ado~ning· 
01 mer y are h11Js1des. 

p· In keeping with the annual reforestation program 60 000 .l{ d 
R11;{ p~nd 10,0~0 \.Vhite. Pine. were planted in 1931, of ~vhi ~h :30,oiu 

e . me and v,000 White Pme were set out in South Park Of th 
deciduous ha1·dwoods planted were 1500 Silver Ma1,Je 800 s· e 
250· Red Oak 100 Bl k o k l "O ' .., , ycamore S . . M 1 ' . ~c . a , ;:, 0 Green Ash, 200 White Ash and 200 

uga1 ape, m whip sizes, from the Park nursery. 

Shrubs and trees have been planted in co nnection with the new 
L~7JJe;~iJ.s a t North Park; Oakdene, Cottonw oods, Hickories and 

. In South. Park, shrubs and trees have been planted in connection 

bw1th the Rrefreshment Shelter at Spreading Oak Stone Manse Edg·e 
rook, and largely at the Swimming Pool. ' ' -

. Large, desirable shade and ornamental trees, standing in hedge-
1 t,Ws d andd unrdated .to future projects, and others growing beside 
a an one l'Oads or 111 the path of projected road · were dug with 
ample b:1lls and moved on t he Golf Course, for sdreens and land 
sca pe effects . . Of the 155 trees moved, but two have died all other; 
appare1.1tly domg ~veil. These trees ran in sizes from tw~ inches to 
fftien .m.ches rn th1cl,;:!1ess ~nd wel'e composed of the fo llowing species . 

uga1 Maple, 4 H1ckor1 es, 7 E lm, 5 Whi te Oak 21 Ash 3 L . · 
~ootted Aspen~ 3 Blue Beach, 1 Black Willow, 2 Ir~nwood, 22 Fli,~-!;.= 
rng ogwood, oO Hawthorne, 2 Wi ld Crab and 2 Spice Bush. 

d Eigh~y pounds of seeds were coll~cted from Park trees and shrnbs 
an .. P!a~ted_, 106 pounds .of seed bemg, purchased and stratified for 
sp1 !ng seed1!1g. In add1t1on, there are growing 26 035 one-year old 
na~1ve seedlmgs of 11:a1~y variet_ies, in the Pai·k 'nurseries, 17,060 
shrnbs and trees of hnmg-o ut size, 5,809 shrubs of 2-3 foot size 
;;; e~·5 of 3-4 foot grade, 3,912 of 4-6 foot size, and 325 of 6-12 foot 

. Dead tr/;!es an~ limbs have been l'emoved in 14 gr oves the trees 
trimmed and spray11,3' done wherever found necessary Ali plantings 

f
and forest plots have been g iven necessary care looking to ther wel-
are and growth. ' 

BUREAU OF PARKS 

WATER SYSTEM 

Mains were laid from No. 1 Well, (ground elevation 1012 feet ), 
in North Park to a 15,000 gallon pressure tank on top of Pine Hill, 
(elevation 1230 feet), and other mains and laterals installed and com
pleted in the early winter, supplying the golf co urse proper, the horse 
stable, buffalo preserve and office. This well furn ishes 225 gallons of 
water a minute. 

Well No. 2, (gl'ound elevation 1003 feet), drilled 600 feet north
erly of Well No. 1, a lso in t he Pearce- Mill Valley, at the site of the 
proposed swimming pool, furni shed 110 gallons pel' minute. 

The water from both of t hese wells, ·while differing in analysis, 
show high basic carbonates and sa lt content, and their reaction upon 
the greens within a single gl'owing season would prove injurious. 
There seems no objection to its use for bathing, drinking or filtering 
purposes at the swimming pool. 

In order to provide a still grea ter supply of water, suffi cien t for 
the en tire Park, and at the same time possibly locate a SOUl'Ce of 
water more suitable to plant life, an eight inch well, (Well No. 4), 
was drilled at Orchard Lawn, directly above t he Mount Nebo syncli ne. 
Though t he well was dr ill ed to a depth of 355 feet, it produced but 
50 gallons per minute. Because of its high basic carbonates and sal t 
content, depth of well and insufficient quantity, thi s well is not to 
be consider ed in t he future scheme as a segregated unit i n the water 
system fo r North Park. 

Another well , (Wildwood Well No. 3), (ground elevation 956 
feet ) , a lso of an eight inch bore, was drilled to a depth of 155 feet, 
11ear the confluence of t he nol'th and so uth bl'anch of Pine Creek, at 
t he lower end of the P a rle An abundant supply of water was en
countered, and, on a bailing test, de! ivel'ed anywhere from 150 to 300 
gallons per minute. This water has a lower or nearly one-half the 
carbona te and salt content of that fou nd in Well No. 1, hence, will 
prove more s uitable f'or purposes of inigation on the Golf Course. 

lt, howeve1·, becomes necessary to p ipe th is water up the valley to 
t he Golf Cour se, a dista nce of neal'ly two mi les. It will prove advis
able at the same time to provide convenient and nece;;sary outiets 
along its route to supply other portions of the Parle An extension 
from thi s well will be made . outherly fo a p roposed storage tank, 
(ground eleva tion of 1182 feet-bottom of tank 1212 feet), on the 
newly acquired Sample Property. H ere a combination steel gravity 
and pr essure tank of 50,000 irnllons should be erected to serve the high 
plateau, (1250 feet elevation), to the south, and, also, the vall eys and 
t he Golf Course to t he north and east. This tank can be ;;urrounded 
by a free standing, sixty foot ornamental stone tower, serving as an 
observation point over the entire Park, the P ine Creek and Wildwood 
valleys. 

The combinl:'d minimum capacity of Well s No. 1, 2 and 3 is 485 
gallons per minute, with a maximum capacity of 63!i gallons per min
ute, an ample amount to supply a ll poss ible needs in t he Park for 
many years to come. 

Samples of water taken from these wells have been submitted for 
bacteriological and chemical tests, and in turn were retested by manu
fa cturers of filtering ap pa ratus, and the results submitted to t he 
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agrostologi st s of the United States Golf Association Green Section, 
Washington , D. C., the State College of P ennsylvania, and the Agri
cultural College of Amherst, Mass., to determ ine t he suitability of 
this water for the purposes of drinking, bathing, fil te ring, irrigation 
and vegetation. 

That t he e ffects of t he \\"ater upon the greens co uld be definitely 
a scertained, r epeated LaMotte tests were made to note its cumulat ive 
r ea ction upon the grasses. 

LaMotte t es t s in simple char t form r eadily e xplain themse lve>' : 

Alkaline \ Acid 
I 

9 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 5 - 4 - 3 

\ 
Thus a 7-6 P.H. Test of soils is the most desirable fo r ben• 

grasses; the symbol P.H. is used in the LaMotte method to clenctE: 
e ither a lkalinity or a cidity of the soil. The r efore, it is evident t hat 
P.H. 9 is dangerou s a lka lini ty, while P.H 3 is too acid, to grow any 
vegetation. 

These greens, previous to r eceiving any artificial watering t his 
past summer , had a P.H. value between 5.5 and 6.0. This figure 
is close to the optimum value for Bent grass. Since that t ime, t hey 
have r eceived no lime and only acid reacting fe r tilizers , largely 
ammonium sulphate, which has been a pplied in the amo unt of twelve 
pounds to a thou sand feet. In addition , they have been top-dressed 
hea vil y w ith loam, t esting around 5.5. 

Wateri ng was not started until around July and then hea vil y and 
a s infrequen tly a s possible. In spite of these precautions, the soil 
became strongly alkaline, due to t he basic elements in the water, test
ing a s high a s P.H. 8.0 and over. These tests wer e made in Novembe r, 
p rior t o the winter rains. The gr a ss, of course , has s uffe red con
siderably a nd this cond ition has made it very hard to control clover 
a nd other broad leaved weeds. 

At this da te a ce rtain amount of leaching has taken place, the 
tests showing a P.H. value sli ghtly over 7.5. I t does not a ppea r pro
bable that leaching will proceed fast enoug h to bring the desirab le 
deg ree of acidity by sp ring. E ven should thi s be a ccompli shed, under 
the prese nt condi t ion, we would again have the hi ghl y undes irable 
a lkaline condition late in the summer unde r t he cumulative effect of 
r egular waterings. 

Thi s cond it ion, if not remedied, at least \\·ould be gr eatly im
proved if water from t he Wildwood ·w ell wer e to be turned into t he 
lines in preference to water from eit her No. 1 01· No. 2 Well. 

The present high carbonate and sa lt co ntent is unquest ionably due 
to the presence of abandoned and unplugged gas well s in t hi s r egion . 
A withdrawal of large quantities of wate r through pumping in t he 
years to come may, no doubt, lower the sa lt content, but t he re is no 
definite assurance ther eof. Hence, I fee l that a new main from N o. 3 
Well wi!l partl y solve the irrigation problem. 
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BUREAU OF PARKS 

For a matter of r ecord an anal ys is of t he va riou,; we ll s is he reby 

appended. Orchard 

Pine Hill Sw immin g Pool Wild wood Lawn 

W e ll No. 1 W el l Nu. 2 W e ll No. :l W e ll No. 4 

M ornin g /\fL(• rn oon Mo rnin g Afll•rmrnn 

1 Sampl e S:1 mp\ 1.._• Sampl e SH m1>lt• Sampl e' 1 Sample 

Calcium Carbonate 1.24 2.14 1.9G :;.o:l Z.(18 1.2-l 

Magnes ium Carbonale 1.84 i.:n () .:~() 0. 2 2.0!l Trace 

Silica 12 .84 1.!l (i 2.12 (i. :1(i .) .. -,~ 4.,2 

Iron & Alum ina .84 None Non e A -l 

Sodium Su lphalc .80 0.-:t:l lHJ:-i ll.!l() 0 .2.:J .t>U 

Sodium Chlor ide 94.0..l 3!) .87 :i9 .87 48 .:::; G:L:-):~ 7~,_117 

Sod ium Ca rbonate 21.89 27.7() :rn.:w l!J. (l(i J ~1 .72 28.fili 

Iron Oxide 
Trace Trare 

A s ix in ch ,,·e ll ,vas driYen in Lh e !-'anl'tuan· at North l ' ark lo a 
depth or 125 fee t , for hikers and picni c grou 1i~. 'fhe ~upply he rl', 
however is neg li bl of pe rhaps tw enty ga ll ons per hour. 

Wate r mai ns and late r a ls we re la id al Va ll ey H e ig ht:, (!:iu lli ',; 
Grove ) , in South Park, to pr oY ide drink ing water and co nnect ions fot· 
futu re use, all of these with a fro st-p roof, four root co ve r in t he fol-
low in g lengths a nd s izes : 

2,000 ft. 4 inch Cast Iron Pipe 

5- 0 ft. 1 inch Galvan ized Pipe 

Exten sions were, al so, made to proYide drinking ,,-ater to Hidge
wood a nd Twin Hills Groves a s fo llows: 

1,253 ft. 2 in ch Galvanized Pipe 

500 ft. 1 inch Galvani zed Pipe 

BOY SCOUT CAMP 

Cons iderable wo rk has been done to improve McMaster 's Farm 
Home, given ove r to t he Roy Scouts of A llegheny County as a scout 

camp. 

The g rad in g of the se r vice road kno,,· n a s " Mapl e Spring Drive" 
leads past t his camp to t h e south. Th e sub-grade has been completed 
a nd give n a temporary base of red dog. 

The area surrounding t he house ha,; bee n g raded and seeded, and 
such walks placed a s we re deemed necessary for a prope r c ircu lati on 

system. 

The ou ts ide of the bu ildi ng has been painted " ·hile renoYation i,; 
still progr essin g with in. A large as~ernbly 1·00111 has bee n made 
poss ible by t he remo val of seYe ra l partil ions . This room i ,; be ing 
furni s hed, in thal a rough sto ne fireplaee and log mantl e ,; he ll' ha,c 
been placed on both t he ca s l and ,,·e,;l ,; icl e. Tlw ceiling e ff ee t i,; of 
he ,,·n beam ~ and t he plaste red walb tinted in imitat ion of l he c•a rl y 

pe ri od clay pla. lt> r. 
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BUREAU OF PARKS 

A First Aid room is situated on the first flo or, al so, a small 
kitchen for cookin g on inclement days. 

The upstairs, serv ing as a dormito ry , will be finished in simple, 
tinted plaster effects, with the indi,· idua l sco ut tr oops f urnishing 

bunks, tables and chairs. 
The cellar floor of the west ha! f has bee n lo we red a foot, s tone 

fireplace built, and log seats installed, a flagstone floor laid , which in 
combination with its exposed beam ceiling , produ ces t he charmi ng 
eff ect of a well appointed den, so dear to a boy's heart. 

The other portion of t he cellar is to be similarly lowered that, in 
its final , may permit t he installation of shower:,; , to ilels and wash-

room. 
An office on the fir . t fl oCl r completes the appointment of thi s 

building. 
The Boy Scout Camp has served as headquarters for detached 

troops, and a s embl y on a number of occasions during the past 

s ummer. 

SERVICE GROUP 

To centrali ze sto rage of t rucks, n:ach ine ry, etc., se rvice groups 
have been des igned fo r both North and South Parle 

The group in North Park is located in t he ravine nea r the P ear ce 
Gas ·w ell , away from interferen ce of any other activity and hidden 
in a manner t hal it. presence doe,; not mar t he magni ficent S\\'eep of 
t he valley, nor intrude itself upon the la ndscape otherwi se. 

Of t he buildings designed are a stabl e t o house the work and 
saddle horses of the Park, a r esidence fo r the stable bo. s , a large 
ga rage, \\'o rk shop , a blacksmith s hop, ca rpente r , painter, plumber and 
electrician shops, each in separate units, gr a nary for seeds a nd feed, 
storage for cement, lumber and ferti lizer. All of these mater ial s at 
present a re inadequately and scatte ring ly housed. 

In Nor t h P ark t he walls of the garage have been rai sed to the 
plate. T he roof is to be completed under contract, a s \\'ell as all other 
buildings in the com ing yea r. Much of t he building material is on 

hand. 
In South Park it has been possible to utilize t he Swiantek Farm 

Buildings to house the s tabl e fo r eman , and the barn to stable the 
work and saddl e horses. A larr:e garage has been finished a s well a s 
the work shop and blacksmith shop, leavi ng the other buildings to be 
completed by cont ract the coming yea r. All buildings are of cement 

blocks. 
Thi s new arrangement is found ver y con veni ent and practical, in 

that i t permits over-hauling of machine ry, equipment and small too"ls 
by monthly men on 1·a in y days, who othen,· ige have been unable to 
r ender much service on s uch da ys fo r \\'ant of proper facilities. 

Golf ser vice buildings ha ve also been degigned, to be let on con
tract for South Park, conve niently and unobtrus ively located a t the 
Triangle Grove where they are detached from all other traffic or 
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BUREAU OF PARKS 

Park activities. These buildings .follow the design of pleasing wood
land cabins, that they may become a part of the Park landscape. 

A well house for No. 1 W ell at North Pa1·k has been built of log 
and stone, and anothe1· for Well No. 2 has been partly constructed. 

STONE QUARRIES 

Stone quarries were operated both in North and South Park to 
furni sh necessary building mate rial s, slabs, and fla gsto ne;; fur rock 
" ·ork, paved areas and stepping stones. 

The best s upply in North Park was found just above Pine Creek, 
on the newly ac 1uired Sample tract. This stone, howeve r , does nol 
t:ompare in s ize and uniform layers with that found in South l'arl<. 

H e re an unlimited sup ply still remains at the original McMaster 
Quany that can be made aYailabl e !'or immediate use at any time. 

PARK DRIVES 

That the drives partake of a true park and landscape character, 
the cardinal princi pies adapted eiiminate all theoretical methods of 
location in the a li g nment of roads. Super-elevat ions are based on 
traffic speeds of t\\·enty-five to t hi rty-five miles per hour, Lo di ~
courage hig h-speed traffic. No max imum or minimum radii are 
establi shed for cu r ves, and their deg ree of curvature is largely deter
mined by topograph ical condit ions . Tangents are u eel spar ingly, 
a ll road al ignments meeting the nat ur al con tours of the g round. 

Major roads are of four lane, thirty-s ix foot wicllh and secon
daries of three lane, twenty-seven foot \Yidth, wh ile min or or se rvice 
roads are made of t\YO lane, b\·enty foot width , with two foot shou lders 
or berm s to permit a late1· widening . All embankments in as fa r as 
possibl e are graded to r etain natural r e pose, a method t hat lea ves 
scarcely a scar on a twenty-five per cent hillside. Gradien t,; arc held 
to a maximum of twelve per cent . Careful stu-ciies, however, with 
little exception, mal;e possible gradients not exceeding ten percent. 

T o determine su rfacing material that in the fin al wou ld prcsenl 
park cha1·a cter and good roads, careful studi es \\·ere made of the 
var ious methods of construction. Standard spec ifi cations o f t he 
macadam- penetration, a s advoca ted by the State of P ennsy lvania, 
we re se lected a s the most suitabl e and economical for our need,; . Thb 
consists of two, four-inc h base co urses of ai1·-cool ed slag, a local bi
product of t he steel mill s , with a three- inch penet rat ion ,;urface 
eo urse , producing an eleven-i nch roadbed when co mpleted. 

Since t here are from fifteen to twenty miles of r oads of var iou · 
width to be built in ea ch Park at a cos t for North Park of $:Hi,G00.00 
per mile for thir ly- ti iX foot, $26,700.00 fo r twenty-seven foot and 
$19,800.00 for twenty foot r oads, (extra cost due to longer ha ul), anti 
a cost for South Park of $29,000 .00 for thi rty-s ix foot, $21,7GO.OO for 
twenty-seven foot and $1G,191.00 for twenty foot road8, for r oad 
materials only, exclusive of gradin g, a poli cy has been adap ted to 
build the first four-inch course a s a starte r, treat this \\' ith an applica-
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tion of bituminous ma terial and add the r emaining seYen inches when 
fund s became available. Thi s method has pro ven entirely adequate so 
far and the roadbed has st.ood up und er seve re traffic. It is also pos
s ibl e, with thi s method, lo use an y other s urface course, that in lhe 
meantime might pro1·e mo re practical. 

The sub-grade of Kummer Road from the Coun ty Br idge in 
North Park to the former T oogood farm , has been completed, a 
distance of 3,000 feet, exclusive of drainage and slope . Thi s road is 
of the us ual th ir t y-six fo ot w idth and is t he entrance to the Gol f 
Course and the p roposed s11·imming JJOO] beyond. But 2,100 feet of 
sub-grade r emain to be built to connect w ith that portion of t he r oad 
completed around the Golf Co urse a year a go. 

Ingamar Road, (1.1 6 miles ) , from t he County Bridge to Babcock 
Boulevard, was in a deplorabl e co nd it ion. The road, wher e pos ·ibl e, 
ha s been somell' ha t widened and r etr eaded, us ing the mixed- in -place 
met hod o f s urfacin g w ith s lag a nd lar , and a fte r , fillin g all holes. 
Such r e-~urfacing ha s p roven V('l'Y ~at. is factory an d has stood up r e
markabl y ll'ell under hea Yy traff ic. 

This method of r e-surfacin g was used by us fo r the fir st time in 
All egheny County and t he City of Pittsburg h has thoug ht well enough 
of it to ad opt i l in t heir spec ifications. 

Devil's E lbo 11· has bee n eli min a ted and a strai ght connection made 
in place. 

Port ions of lhe Nort h Park clri 1·e;s in need of r etreading were so 
re paired, whil e all othe r r oa ls we re re-s urfa ced 11· it h a ligh t coat of 
slag and tar. 

Catfi sh Tiun Road , wit h its r eJ dog base, at Soulh Park, a t pl'esent 
t he n; ain artery from Library Road t h ro ugh the Park- an old to ll' n
sh ip road connect ing l'arrnsteads onl y, and t oo nanow for passing 
traffic-was, al so, full of holes and in ve ry bad condit ion . rt has 
been apparen t fr on1 t he outset t ha t thi s road 11· ill have to be a ban
don ed in its en t irety, wit hin a few years, lo give the narrow Catfish 
Run Va lley g reate r n1 lue. H ence, it s upk eep shoul d be made a s 
economi cal a s possibl e un t il a [Je n na ncnl dri ve ca n be buil t. \\'i l h th is 
in mind , th e old road has been w id ened four f ee t. a temporary and 
ll' icler b1·idge bu il t a l its in le rsecl ion w it h t he Mill er Road and it.:; 
ent ire length or 12,000 feet r ·tr eated 11·ith slag and tar, r es ul t ing in a 
most sa t isfa cto ry s urface a nd a n a r tr- ry a ble to han dl e the intense 
traffic to and from the Sw imm ing P oo l. 

The sub-g rade of Ma,ile Spring Dri ve, (McMaster Road) , in 
South Park , a ser vice road, has been compl eted and is r ead y for storm 
sewern a nd r oad ma terial s. Thi s dri ve ha s a le ngth of 3,500 feet and 
a ll' idth of twenty feet . A lig ht base of r ed dog has bee n partiall y 
spread over it to n:ake it sel'viceab le durin g ,,· in te r and earl y s pring, 
when it will r eceive its pri mary surfacing of s lag and tar. 

An additional thousa nd lineal feet of sub-g rade was compl e ted on 
East Pr ive, a major road , ll' hi rh co mpl etes t he co nnection betwee n 
Brownsv ille Road and tha t por ti on encircling t he Locus ts . The 
Linhart Road in consequence has bee n cl osed a nd in par t abandoned. 

One thousand lineal f eet of East Dr ive, t ll'cnty feet in width , was 
surfaced w ith a four-io ch bed of s lag and pen etrated wi t h one gallon 

l 
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of tar to lhc square yard , for a l'id ing surface and dust treatment. 
Five t housand lineal feet, graded in rn :w, ha s bee n s urfaced with 
1·cd dog fo l' t empol'ary use . 

The s ub-grade fo l' the pa l' k ing· a !'ea of t he No1·th Park Club- house 
ento urage, accommodating 22G Ca l's , log:cthe r 11·it h its dra inage, ha s 
bee n co mpleted, r eady fn!' a rn acadarn base t he com ing sea so n. 

FARMING OP E RATIONS 

It has bee n found ex ped ient to con fin e alJ a g l'i cul t urai a ctivit ies 
to the cult ing o f hay, s ince the t irn e of plowing, seeding , cultivating 
a nd har ve:-; tin g of c rops is co in c id en t with the busiest Park sea ·on, 
ra il in g upon lhe l'eso u !'ces of t he Park Ol'ganization at t he t ime of it,; 
g !'eatest a ctiv ity. 

It, t oo, has bee n fou n d cheaper to p urchase oats and corn from 
locali t ies bette r s uited to t hese c rop :c; , both climatka ll y a nd topo
graphica ll y, s ince t he th in soil s of our s tee p hills r equire cons iderabl e 
r·orn1n e rr ial fo !'t ' l izc r to produce a \'e rage Cl'O[ls . 

One hundl'ed twen ty-fi ve t ons of hay \\·e re cut in South Park 
and HiO to ns in No l't h Pal'i<. Anti cipating t he t im e \\' hen mos t of the 
Park land has bee n :;eeded down and refores ted again s t further 
e rnsio n, a nd a s forage can be grown on limited area s on ly, !:iudan 
grass has bee n gro\\'n ex per imentally in bot h Parks. 

Thi s forage not only pr oduces a much greater tonnage per acre 
bu t can be sown and harves ted at a period not confl ict ing \\·ith the 
more intense Park sea son . T he buffalo, too, seem fo nd of il, and 
f urther tr ial s w ill be made to determ ine its nutr it ious va lue. T en 
a c res of thi s cro p wa8 har ves ted in N orth Park and fi ve acres in 
South Parle 

There arc at pr esent t en work and s ix sadd le horses in North 
Park, len \\'Ork and fiv e sadd le horses in South Park. Toget her with 
'.~7 buffalo and 125 deer, th is large family consumes a co ns iderabl e 
quantity of hay and grain. Steps should be taken to so r educe t he deer 
herds and pe rhaps the bison, to keep down t he number of dependent 
mou t hs. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
Locust bor er s have done untold damage to locust trees in the 

Parks, un t il a heal thy tr ee is a ra re sigh t. The ravages of this pest, 
in par t or wh oll y, kill s trees of every age, leav ing in t heir wake stark 
silhouettes of t rees once bower s of graceful foliage and t he soft 
beauty of li fe . That t hi s endur ing timber should not be wasted, 
saplings, limbs and tr un k of s uita ble s ize or form, are sa ved. 

The smaller poles a nd limbs a r e used to t r an ·form into rust ir 
park benches a nd picnic tables, t heir sea ts a nd t op boards supplied in 
pecky cypr ess. This not only pr od uces an inter esting piece of furniture 
of character, bu t durability a s well. The P ark for ce has turned out 
150 tables of thi s kind and 41 bencn es. Fifty other picnic table were 
also built by carpenters. Logs and heavie r pieces are used in the 
building of t he small er P ar k structures a nd impart a mello w air o .f 

soft rusticity, hard t o find in other woods. 
All four inch branches t rimmed from t rees, dead trunks or 

stum ps, an d th e waste lumber fro m razed buildings, a re sa wed into 
fire\\'ood for t he many camp ovens. No less than t wo hundred fifty 
cords of such wood has been gathered the past year and burned to 
the last stick by Park patrons. It will not be long when measures will 
have to be taken t o cur tail t he wood consumption of individuals and 
picnic groups, who seem oblivious t o a near shortage of this commodity 
at this time. 

The Ray McKi nney House, in Nor th Par k, on a ccount of defective 
chimney, burned to t he g round on t he eve of its occupancy by the 
s table boss. In consequence, the E isenbach Ba r n \\' a s r emodeled to 
house the work a nd saddl e horses, where a residence for the stable 
boss was a vail able close by for his accommodation. 

At North Park t he Irwin, Sam ple a nd Kummer houses were di s
mantled, al so the Toogood a nd Rolshouse Bar ns. 

In South Pa rk, a number of ,,·or th less buildings in the Sulli 
group, were torn down. 

Carpentry and masonry repairs were made on Park Buildings 
wherever necessa ry a nd a number of buildings pa inted in both Parks. 

l des ire to express m y a ppr eciation t o Stanley L. Roush and his 
staff of t he Bureau of Arch itecture, fo r their courtesies, hel p and 
supervision in the co mple tion of t he Swimming Pool, who a t all times 
showed consistent in terest, sympathy and under standing ; t o Messr s. 
Freeman , Groh and Betz in ma kin g specification in co nn ec tion with 
a numbe r of projects a nd mate ria ls of t he P a rks, and for chemical 
test s of wa ter submitted to t hem for analysis from ne,,·ly drilled 
wells; the Coun ty Solicitor, Mor timer B. Lesher, and his a ble a ssist 
ants, all of whom have been helpful in many legal probl ems ; and 
Controll er Woodside and his staff. Their assistance has been t imely, 
invaluable and freely g iven . 

I furth er wish to express to your Honorable Board my sense of 
obligation for your kind and sympa thetic cooperation, fr iendl y counsel, 
unfailing pa t ience, and for the confidence r eposed in me. 

Expressions of appreciation are, a lso, tender ed to all member s 
of the sta ff organization , police a nd wor ker s, a ll of whom have 
r ender ed loyal and effi cient ser vice. 

Respectfull y submit ted, 
P AUL B. RIIS, 

Director , Bureau of Parks 
Allegheny County 

.. 
) 

64 i • BUREAU OF PARKS 

,-

-

) Indian Squaw and Papoose 


